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self. We say practically, because there are some differences
between it and the text published here. The differences
have been recorded from a comparison between Lucas's
version and the transcript of a manuscript discovered in
Dublin in 1857, and made by Mr. Percy Fitzgerald. Mr.
Fitzgerald found that this manuscript contained many cor-
rections in Swift's own handwriting. At the time he came
across it the manuscript was in the possession of two old
ladies named Greene, grand-daughters of Mrs. Whiteway,
and grand-nieces of Swift himself. On the title-page there
was the following note :

"This is the originall manuscript of the History, cor-
rected by me, and given into the custody of Mrs. Martha
Whiteway by me Jonathan Swift, June 15, 1737. seven.

" I send a fair copy of this History by the Earl of Orrery
to be printed in England.

"JONATH.   SWIFT."

Mr. Fitzgerald was permitted to make a collation of this
manuscript, and his collation he sent to the late John
Forster. It is now in the Victoria and Albert Museum,
South Kensington.1

If this manuscript be what, on the face of it, it claims to
be, then the question of authenticity is for ever settled. As
( we have no doubt on this point, the corrections and varia-
tions* between this manuscript, as collated by Mr. Percy
Fitzgerald and the Lucas version, have been noted in the
present edition.

In 1752 Lord Orrery issued his " Remarks" on the life
and character of Swift. The work obtained for him a
certain notoriety, and brought down upon him some severe

1 I regret that I have been unable to trace the existence of this manu-
script of Swift's " History." Mr. Fitzgerald himself has no recollection
of having made the collation. " Forty-five years ago," he writes, " is a
long time to look back to," and he cannot recall the fact.